Tomorrow’s News
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No, we can’t tell you what stories tomorrow’s newspaper will hold. If we could, though, what would they be? Today’s paper, and every day’s, contains stories of people who died unexpectedly. Accidents, heart attacks, violent crime, natural disasters…people who thought they had more time simply didn’t. ‘Whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away.’ (James 4:14) Their plans suddenly came to an end and then what? 
The Bible says ‘…it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment’. (Hebrews 9:27) Many do not believe in this judgment but it will come just the same. If it does, others imagine, there will be some sort of scale weighing their good deeds against their bad. Or perhaps as long as there are ‘worse people’, they will be OK. These views are false. The chilling reality is that you, and you alone, will have to measure up to the perfect holiness of God. Of that there is no hope whatsoever. 
Even one sin would condemn you as guilty and ‘ALL have sinned and fall short of the glory of God’ (Romans 3:3). The Good News is that God has made a way for you to have the righteousness you need to survive this trial. Not by doing good works for ‘we are all like an unclean thing, And all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags’ (Isaiah 64:6) ‘There is none who does good, No, not one…’ (Psalm 53:3) ‘There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after God.’ (Romans 3:11) 
We weren’t seeking Him, but fortunately, ‘the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.’ Who is this Son of Man? Jesus Christ, God incarnate, who came to offer Himself as a ‘ransom for many’. (Matthew 20:28) ‘…
Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God…’ (1 Peter 3:18) Believing in His sacrifice for our sins is the only hope we have. ‘He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.’ That’s the plain truth. Perhaps you think you’re a good person. Not good enough.

Perhaps you have a religion that tells you to earn your way (or help to) by doing good, such as Catholicism, Islam, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormonism, etc. If you seek to be justified by works you are, as the Bible puts it, ‘fallen from grace’. (Galatians 5:4) Only faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ can justify you before God. We cannot tell you what tomorrow’s newspaper will hold; will your obituary be in it? If it is, will your name also be found in the Lamb’s Book of Life? 
There is some future news we know already; the Day of Judgment. ‘And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.’ (Revelation 20:15) Those who place their faith in Christ will receive ‘glory, honor and peace’ and those who do not will receive ‘indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish’ (Romans 2:8-10) 
You can live without fear of tomorrow’s news by making news in heaven today. 
‘Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.’ (Luke 15:10)
